Two Years Later in (anaca.
\hats the Difference?

Part One

Commentay by Nancy Davies
May 27, 2008

Nobody here in Oaxaca says things are better. I am trying to put my
finger on what is different, and while different, where it might be
going. It’s all a question of attitude, and to comment on the subjec-
tive existence of a different attitude leaves me open to hoots and
cat-calls. But I think I'll try it.

Below is my sketch of what has changed since the brutal repres-
sion of the 2006 social movement’s five month control of the city
of Oaxaca. The “social movement”, not to be confused with the
National Union of Education Workers (SN'TE) or the Popular As-
sembly of the Peoples of Oaxaca (APPO), resides in the populace
seeking change. It is alive and well. It lives in all eight regions of the
state, strongly situated within civil society and non-governmental or-
ganizations.

Many aspects of the social movement flourish in ways I never saw
before, especially in the form of local organizing and local battles.
One example is the lawsuit on the Isthmus against the international
wind generation complex built on communal indigenous lands. Oth-
er environmental examples include struggles against foreign owner-
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ship of mines, and water projects.

But to my mind the most outstanding example is participation in the
national movement for public dialogue, on the topic of privatizing
PEMEX, Mexico’s oil producer. A national issue, yes, but Oaxaca
has Salina Cruz, the big oil city on its southern coast. In Oaxaca,
people first gathered during the 2006 movement to discuss public
policy, and they are doing it now.

On Monday, May 26 the city of Oaxaca’s public forum (among
hundreds of state-wide forums) for discussion of “la Reforma En-
ergética”, (including privatization of oil) took place at Casa de la
Ciudad at 10:00 AM: The sponsoring organization are civil society:
Sinergia, Sevices for Alternative Education (EDUCA) | Insitute for
Development of Oaxaca Women

(IDEMO) and the Center of Assistance to the Popular Movement
(CAMPO). As the federal Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD)
legislator Othon Cuevas said, “With this meeting today, Oaxaca is
sending to all Mexico a message: the Oaxacans want to act as citi-
zens and no longer as subjects. They want to have an effect before
things happen and not fold their arms in the face of decisions im-
posed from the heights of power. This forum also represents the
demand of a society which with just reason feels each moment less
represented by its governors and its legislators, and in consequence,
wants to make heard its voice.”

These public discussions all over Mexico, and across the state of
Oaxaca, came at the instigation of Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador,
the “defeated” PRD presidential candidate and leader of the anti-
privatization campaign. Lopez Obrador came to Oaxaca on Tues-
day, May 20. He spoke at an “invitation only” event at the Hotel
Mision de Los Angeles, to about 1,200 people. He recruited hun-
dreds of them in “brigades” to go door-to-door to collect signatures
in opposition to privatization, and dozens to head up the statewide
forumes.
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The national Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) has split along
lines of supporting, or not, the petroleum “reform” initiative of
President Felipe Calderén. In support stands our governor Ulises
Ruiz Ortiz (URO), he who is so indebted to President Calderén for
keeping him in office. But things change. When URO was in big
trouble, so was Calderén, who barely could control his own Nation-
al Action Party (PAN) and needed the PRI to vote with him in the
congress. Now Calder6n holds control. Meanwhile a PRI faction
headed by former best-buddy Roberto Madrazo and Beatriz Pagés
opposes the energy reform “because it is anti-constitutional”’, which
in fact it is. (The split reflects internal PRI conflict, as Heraclio Bo-
nilla Gutierrez writing for La Noticias says, “like Sicilian Mafia fami-
lies”.) With the PRI split on oil privatization, Calderén has little left
to gain by supporting URO. Furthermore, the criminal activities of
URO created international embarrassment, especially since the news
started to leak out about the probable guilt of URO’ executive
branch (that could be read “executioners” branch) in state terror.

URO’s bargaining power diminished when an information leak went
to the feds. The first leak came from a retired military general, Juan
Alfredo Oropeza Garnica; followed by others of lesser position in-
side the state attorney general’s office. The information clearly im-
plicates URO’s right-hand man, Jorge Franco Vargas who held the
position of Secretary of Government for URO while URO was out
campaigning for Madrazo’s failed presidential bid. Franco Vargas
has been implicated in running the death squads, along with torture
and disappearances in the crimes against humanity perpetrated dut-
ing 2006. Worse for URO, Franco Vargas is implicated in the 2007
forced disappearance of two men from the Popular Revolutionary
Army (EPR), which claims responsibility for blowing up oil pipe-
lines in retaliation. The EPR is now “bargaining”; discussing the sit-
uation with Calderén. URO, who can only claim that Franco Vargas
acted without URO’s orders or knowledge, is becoming a national
and international liability.
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In another “sign” of URO’s decline, the Supreme Court of Mexico
accepted a case of pederasty charges which had been rejected by
Oaxaca courts. The case was brought by a mother of a four year
old who was assaulted in his plush private kindergarten, allegedly by
members of URO’s friendship “bubble”. The Oaxaca court’s failure
to proceed implies that URO, or Franco Vargas, is protecting the
pederasts. Mothers unite! This particular outraged mother won’t let
go. A comfortable middle class woman, she is yet another person
radicalized by URO — she includes the entire 2006-2007 repression
when she blasts him. This furthers URO’s power-shrinkage, because
while many can tolerate murder, few can tolerate child-molesting.

The Movimiento Nacional por la Defensa del Petroleo may be a
player in the next election.

But no matter. The exciting part is that the public is taking it on
itself to organize opposition to the privatization of PEMEX. Being
cynical, we may put this in the same category as anti-war protests
which are routinely over-ridden by governments — but I salute the
Oaxaca context: a state like many others in Mexico where dirty war
terrorizes the population.

More than 150 people showed up on May 26, a Monday workday, at
the city forum to discuss privatization. The structure of the forum
gave the first set of presentations to four politicians: the PRD fed-
eral deputy Othon Cuevas; the PRI senator Adolfo Toledo Infazon;
the Convergencia senator Alberto Esteva Salinas; and the state Na-
tional Action Party’s secretary general, Carlos Moreno Alcantara.
Toledo Infazén duly and dully opposes privatization. Convergencia’s
Esteva Salinas was over-dressed in a suit, but said the right things.
Carlos Moreno Alcantara claimed that the Calderén’s plan “is not
about privatization”, but the position of Mexico in the world today.
Thinking ahead for our grandchildren, he said, there must be a plan
for “strategic resources to defend capitalism, and no more govern-
ment than is necessary.”” He said that. I'm not kidding, The applause
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was slight. His words rang a echo to the common gossip that Calde-
rén was elected with oil money from Exxon and Chevron, who ex-
pect him to pay back the favor.

Cuevas responded by declaring that Mexico and its oil is not on
earth to defend the interests of the USA which is squandering bil-
lions in Iraq while trying to control Iraq’s oil supply. The audience
responded with questions, and after a break the intellectuals and ac-
ademics had their say, followed again by audience participation. The
actual details of the PEMEX ploy (that’s my term, one can hardly
think that a company earning over $100 profit per barrel of oil can-
not repair its own pipelines or pay for its own deep water wells)
have been explained and exposed, in what is probably one of the
most profound examples of public education in Mexico, and in di-
rect contradiction to what is coming over national television.

Coincidentally, on May 19, Section 22 of SNTE once again set up
their 21 day annual encampment to highlight demands for renew-
ing the union contract. Once again, I went to look, along with the
tourists and footloose residents, at the marvelous combination of
organization, defiance, and clever propaganda.

The rainy season in Oaxaca is underway, and vendors unimpeded in
occupying zocalo and the streets around it, offered both pretty and
practical products. Blankets were unfolded and carried off to the
tents, hand-made jewelry and pottery sat displayed for the tourists.

The planton (encampment) covers 15 street blocks. The union de-
mands, in addition to the economic and educational needs, also in-
clude liberty for the political prisoners, cancellation of arrest orders,
and restoring the schools held by Section 59 and the PRI to Section
22 control. Thus far there has not been much government response
to demands for breakfasts, uniforms and shoes, sanitation facili-
ties, community kitchens or basic materials for the 13,500 Oaxaca
schools. Section 59 still holds schools, and confrontations continue.
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Two years after the mega-encampment there still is no point in mud-
slinging regarding the issue of education quality, teacher training or
readiness, because this failure — this huge government failure — in
Oaxaca cuts across all sectors. A higher proportion of Section 59
teachers with neither classroom experience nor college degrees is
cited by Section 22, who will soon lose their ability to hand down
their teaching posts to their children, with or without the same qual-
ifications. But the problem is so widespread as to make it necessary
for the state normal schools, employing professors from the Au-
tonomous University of Benito Juarez of Oaxaca, to conduct class-
es in pedagogy to the teachers on strike, weekends in the zbcalo.
These teachers have not yet earned college degrees; in reality, they
are teacher-apprentices.

At the moment we first saw the color and movement of the 2008
plantén, in our excitement none of us commented on who the ven-
dors were. Now it’s claimed they are PRI promoted, in the same
game of sneak, sell and tell as their PRI predecessors in 2006. Be-
sides infiltration, they also serve to block access to the cafes around
the zocalo, provoking another bitter complaint against the teachers
on the part of the restaurant and cafe owners. I want to comment
on change, but how can I put aside this small fact: the infiltration,
according to opinion writers in Las Noticias, represents the on-go-
ing work of Jorge Franco Vargas, the infamous “El Chucky”, even
while he’s under investigation for the assassinations, death squads,
kidnappings and disappearances and torture of social movement ac-
tivists in 2006. Two years have passed, and I am sitting in front of
my computer trying to put my finger on what has changed. Damn.

Those of us who lived Oaxaca, 2000, do feel a touch of deja va, al-
though the size of the teachers’ occupation is modest in comparison
to that year’s: the teachers are camping in rotation as they come in
from the eight regions of the state. Courtesy (or is it caution?) seems
more pronounced. The shop-keepers who suffered financial losses
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in 2006 asked nicely that the teachers not block access, but as each
region rotates in and out that courtesy dissipates. What the teachers
try to avoid the vendors accomplish. And since nobody can forget
(and many cannot forgive), the 2008 atmosphere also hints of wari-
ness. The Ministerial Police circle the center in vans, but no police
are evident inside the z6calo where the sidewalks are occupied and
cafe tables stand empty.

Section 22 remains the manpower backbone of the social move-
ment, with about 65,000 education workers. It is the income of
70,000 teachers (including Section 59) which recycles as the larg-
est economic machine in Oaxaca’s economy, (unlike tourism dol-
lars which largely leave the state). The teachers’ income, lost, did
great harm; income regained and improved benefits all of Oaxaca’s
economy. Teachers’ salaries (re-zonification) are always on the table.
At this writing, a reasonable settlement within the next two weeks
between the government and Section 22 seems likely because of
threats of further disruption. The union presently holds toll booths
on the highway, blocks access to the airport and buildings outside
the city, and conducts normal strike activities.

The change most evident to me is not the relatively low—key occupa-
tions by Section 22. The real changes lie in answering this question:
Where is the Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca (APPO)?
Who is now the big player on the field?
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Part Two

networking and local autonomy: the thigh bone’s connected to the knee bone

Commentay by Nancy Davies
May 27, 2008

Oaxaca, Mexico now serves as the crossroad for national social
movements — and perhaps international ones as well, according to
David Venegas, the former political prisoner and activist of the
Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca (APPO).

The annual occupations by frustrated members of Section 22 of the
National Union of Education Workers (SNTE) in their 2008 strike
add to the frustration of the population. Refusing permission to
convoke a statewide teachers assembly to legitimize new officials for
Section 22 within SNTE is clearly a union-busting maneuver, a dan-
gerous one. Stymied by the unsavory Elba Esther Gordillo, abetted
by Ulises Ruiz Ortiz (URO) in not yielding on this most important
union piece, the tension grows in Oaxaca as we approach the June
14 anniversary of the movement.

Section 22 in the midst of their struggle incorporated other con-
cerns, particularly the privatization of the petroleum industry. This
is the legitimate task of teachers — they plow the ground; the social
movement plants the seeds. Inside the teachers’ plantén, education
proceeds. Alongside the encampment in the Alameda, another anti-
privatization forum took place on May 29, sponsored by the Na-
tional Democratic Alternative (ADN) of the National Democratic
Party (PRD).

And if the avalanche of initials and organizations overwhelms you,
so does it me —organizations and sectors of organizations are multi-
plying like rabbits.
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Barring another not impossible social explosion, the changes in Oax-
aca answer this query: Where is the Asamblea Popular de los Pueb-
los de Oaxaca (APPO)? My response, and the post- 20006 difference:
people are organizing on the ground. A network of activists spread
across the state, and they are all, in some sense “the APPO”. As Da-
vid Venegas told me, when the youth caravan El Sendero del Jaguar
arrived in small communities on the Isthmus in May, although the
youngsters do not identify themselves as APPO (many don’t belong
to the APPO), the townspeople rushed out to meet them shouting
“the APPO is coming! The APPO is here!”

We are all the APPO.

The main body of the APPO, those thousands who took to the
streets in 20006, are not attending quarrelsome ideological meetings
— but they haven’t vanished. “The head bone ‘s connected to the
neck bone, the neck bone’s connected to the shoulder bone..., now
hear the word of the Lord!” Good song. The word of the Lord
in Oaxaca is that everything and everybody is connected, in a cas-
cade of inter-related events and movements. The APPO has been
described as a2 movement of movements, and more than ever, that
seems accurate.

I postulate that a two-fold change in consciousness in Oaxaca
has taken root. One involves networking, Civil society caught on
to the government policy of deliberate isolation and separation of
communities and groups, often accompanied by PRI-provoked vio-
lence. That power tactic is being discussed and acted on via cross-
cultural communication. The other change is confrontation of au-
thoritarian top-down control. Local control, horizontal control, and
autonomy leap up multi-headed within town after town. They cre-
ate in-your-face overt challenges to the resident caciques.

This is not to disregard the fact that many social organizations retain
a top-down internal structure, many consist of not more than two
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people, many hold conservative positions. Nor could I disregard the
cost in lives: for example the two Triqui radio broadcasters. Nor gov-
ernment harassment. Nevertheless, as the APPO shouted “elbow to
elbow”, the social movement spread like water, very strong; not only
horizontal, but respectful of one other’s programs and priorities.

The Journey of the oendero del Jaguar

I met the sisters of David Venegas Reyes while they were working
to get David out of prison. Sonya was raising money selling calen-
dars. Natalya was speaking and traveling; both attended meetings of
the APPO.

David Venegas I met for the first time at a public forum regard-
ing political prisoners, on the day after he himself was released. He
spent eleven months in the hands of the government, grabbed off
the street in April of 2007 and framed with a sequence of false
criminal charges, then re-charged, and re-charged again, until finally
the courts declared an end to it and he was released.

The siblings live in Oaxaca with their parents, and David graduated
from a Oaxaca university with a degree as “agricultural engineer” or
maybe we would say “agronomist” in English, a title he finds now to
be totally useless. As he explained, all they were taught was from the
north: agribusiness and chemicals. David is a committed anarchist
(in the best sense of the classic political tradition), and a member of
VOCAL, the APPO anarchist socialist faction. In person, he sizzles
with energy, a handsome twenty-five year old, seemingly tireless and
fearless. When I met him the second time he was heading a march
to demand release of other prisoners.
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According to David, “The Path of the Jaguar for the Regeneration
of our Memory” is the result of the collective work of activist boys
and girls who participated in the first youth meeting of the social
movement, convoked by the APPO in its third state assembly. This
meeting of youngsters, in the month of February of 2008 in the
town of Zaachila, organized the caravan of thirty young people
who have as their fundamental objective “the reorganization of the

Oaxaca social movement.”

On May 27, Las Noticias displayed a half-page ad entitled “Pronun-
ciamiento Politico” It was signed Caravana “El Sendero del Jaguar
por la Regeneracion de Nuestra Memoria” In part it read:

“As in Mexico and the world, many peoples are struggling and resist-
ing (neoliberal) development and progress because they know it will
only benefit some few and those few are not the legitimate owners
of the land nor of what is found in it. In the region of the Isthmus
de Tehuantepec, towns such as Jalapa del Marqués, Juchitan, San
Blas Atempa, Zanatepec and Benito Juarez Chimalapas are located
at strategic points for the development of mega-projects like the
Plan-Puebla-Panama, the Area of Free Commerce of the Americas
(ALCA, or NAFTA), the Mesoamerican Biological Corridor and the
Alliance for Security and Prosperity of North America (ASPAN).

The youngsters’ caravan with David Venegas on board left Oaxaca
City on May 5, 2008 from in front of the teachers’ building, David’s
opinion piece/explanation appeared on the internet blog “Kaos en
la Red” and in the newspaper Noticias Voz y Imagen de Oaxaca.
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The Oawaca social movement. local control as a political model

Public acknowledgement of issues regarding privatization vs. com-
munity ownership; autonomy, local control, indigenous rights and
cultural identity emerged as an integral part of the discourse in
2008. The lawsuits on the Isthmus filed against foreign contractors
for the wind generators, charge fraud, failure to obtain local input,
and unfair rental payments as well as misleading environmental
studies, and failure to observe indigenous rights. It would be a
model for the nation if it were won and enforced. It is legally based
on violation of the Mexican constitution, closely related to the
prohibitions of turning oil over to foreign investors. In the words
of Sendero:

“ ... this (2006) movement against globalization not only touched
the gates of heaven, it took it by storm, which meant that the an-
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tagonists—"the governor”, “the state”, “neoliberalism”— were recog-
nized. The demands were direct, they were pressed by solidarity, but
also by the insults and discontent of an immoral economy.

The APPO ...underlined the necessity of thinking about a new
type of authority, one far from Persons governing and Persons gov-
erned, but instead (based on the model) “lead by obeying”, as fol-
lowed by the Zapatistas...to imagine what forms of life suit them,
their own beliefs, ...without repeating authoritarian socialism...acting
with alliances in which they could fully call themselves “communi-
ties”... the APPO simply put forward the idea of returning to “the
customary” (‘usos y costumbres) which expresses alternative forms
of possession and of doing politics, in the search for different sens-
es of justice and autonomy for everyone, not for just some.”

The first caravan visited five communities in the troubled Isth-
mus region, communities on the receiving end of neoliberal assaults.
As David explained to me, the misinterpretation that indigenous
people oppose “development” is founded on their unwillingness to
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accept the capitalist model of private gain, which inevitably leads to
greed and individual power-grabs. Instead, they seck “development”
which evenly benefits the entire community at the same time, leav-
ing nobody side-lined.

As for the Sendero’s caravan, the point was to listen and learn, an
attempt to understand. It sounds like the Zapatista caravans, but
with a definite difference. In Chiapas, David claims, only one model,
the caracoles, prevails. But in Oaxaca each community provides its
own model, it’s own version of how to live. Oaxacans, he continued,
are much more territorial, not only in the countryside but in the city
where the assemblies of colonias meet. “Community” is personal
and face-to-face.

Santa Maria Jalapa del Marquez on May 5 observed 47 years since
the town was submerged to create the dam Benito Juarez, an event
allegedly achieved through threats and false promises — no surprise
there. The relocated population slowly rebuilt, many becoming fish-
ermen. In 2003 the government sprang the idea of the construc-
tion of a hydroelectric generator on the dam. Before protests were
launched, the government divided the town by handing out lands to
those who would vote in favor. Nevertheless, the community won,
really because studies showed the hydroelectric project was not fea-
sible. Nevertheless the state and federal governments didn’t let go:
the army and police arrived to maintain order.

The Benito Juarez dam provides water to irrigate farm land in
Region 19 of Juchitan and Tehuantepec, among other towns. But
something has gone wrong. There’s no water. The PEMEX refinery
in Salina Cruz receives its quota, but after April nothing went to the
campesinos and agriculture. The crop loss is reported at 100%. As
the dam’s water levels drop, the church and houses of the drowned
town appear like ghosts on the cracked dry ground. The town of
Jalapa, radicalized, alerts other towns threatened with similar mega-
projects.

San Blas Atempa, site of a nasty repression and assassination
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allegedly authored by the PRI cacique Agustina Acevedo Gutiérrez,
an ally of Ulises Ruiz Ortiz, was visited on May 6. The people came
out to greet the Sendero young people, with the women speaking in
public assembly against the ambitious, corrupt and criminal woman
who is the cacique.

In Juchitan de Zaragoza on May 7, the Sendero met with the As-
sembly in Defense of Land, involved in the confrontation with the
installation of the edlic corridor. Endesa, Hiberdrola, Gamesa and
Union Fenosa are the transnationals which installed “La Venta 1”
starting with eight generators; now La Venta II occupies 850 hect-
ares of land. The electricity generated is sold to the Federal Electric
Commission. The goal is 5,000 generators on more than 3,000 hect-
ares of land previously used for agriculture and cattle gazing.

A decade ago in a sweet Oaxaca landscape, cream-colored oxen
grazed by the side of the lagoon road, a dreamy vision of peace.
Wind-generators are not un-pretty, and the trade-off for clean en-
ergy is evident. But it’s not so simple. The noise of the generators
effectively drives out every living thing. L.a Venta IV is projected for
another 2,300 hectares — on Zapotec lands. Protests have resulted in
76 orders for arrest.

The Sendero also visited the community radio in Juchitan, “Radio
Totopo” which discusses in both Zapotec and Spanish the prob-
lems of the various communities on the Isthmus. Neighbors sustain
Radio Totopo personnel with food and necessities. Another resis-
tance campaign formed against Walt-Mart and its outlet, Aurrera.
Community radio provides another networking link.

May 8 the caravan arrived at Benito Juarez, in the municipality of
San Miguel Chimalapa. This community guards the jungle against
exploitation and handing over of concessions. It’s on the border
with Chiapas, the Chiapas government forty years ago began to give
concessions for cutting wood, and sent Chiapanecos to settle there.
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The governments encouraged battles between the newcomers and
the residents. On their own, the rival groups recognized they ob-
serve the same spirit of maintaining the natural environment. In one
of the first environmental victories, the Chimalapa territory, covered
in woods and virgin jungle and with immeasurable biological wealth
and water, held back the government and its commissions. The
peoples maintain the area.

As an aside, in the midst of the electricity-generation wars, these
Chimalapa territories have no electric service. The land legally be-
longs to Oaxaca; the two state governments collude in privatizing
the once commonly-held lands as the relentless neoliberal assault
continues.

The caravan ended its first tour on May 14. The final day, the min-
isterial police of Zanatepec stopped and searched the caravan out
in the country, away from any population. According to the caravan
spokespersons, the cops came out of the woods to threaten them.
Nevertheless “reorganization” of the APPO, that is, the population
base, goes on as links are forged. The Sendero youngsters, raging
in age from 14 up to “elder statesmen” in their late twenties, plan
to visit the entire state, region by region. As David told me, they
don’t need to speak with civil organizations which already have their
own agendas. They listen to the indigenous people, the campesi-
nos, the ones trying to guard their lives and their visions. They
learn what it is so unique about Oaxaca which inspires the world.

El sendero del jaguar
David Venegas Reyes “Alebrije” (Para Kaos en la Red) [28.05.2008
20:03]
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Part Three.

The Ant1-Climactic Observance of June 1.
fints at Work

Commentay by Nancy Davies

“We don’t forgive and we don’t forget” written on walls and signs
and carried through the streets reminds us of the dead, tortured
and disappeared of the 2006 uprising, commemorated on June 14
of 2008 with a march of teachers and the Asamblea Popular de los
Pueblos de Oaxaca (APPO). The march took about seventy minutes
to pass where I stood. So it was clearly a megamarch, maybe 60
-70,000 people, mostly teachers and their families.

I was reminded of ants carrying away tiny fragments of leaves,
easy enough to ignore until one suddenly realizes that the plant is
nothing but bare stems. The teachers-social movement these days
proceeds like determined ants against all branches of the pretend
government. . The march had nothing triumphant about it. Sections
of marchers appeared to fulfill their union obligation, interspersed
with young APPO enthusiasts who took care of shouting the slo-
gans. A few bands played, marchers carried the dozen clever carica-
tures of the governor Ulises Ruiz Ortiz (URO), his attack helicopter,
and one really great puppet of Elba Esther Gordillo, the National
Education Workers Union (SNTE) boss-lady. The scene was calm,
with the APPO visible mostly by its red flags; and half a dozen agile
spray painters. Among the marchers was Maria Del Carmen Lopez
Vasquez returned from exile. She is one of the cacerola Radio Ley
de Oro take-over participants.
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When the march reached the zdcalo, the Oaxaca union secretary
Ezekial Rosales Carefio was jeered by a handful of hooded young-
sters, for the settlement which saw the z6calo emptied of tents
and teachers by 7:30 PM. City workers came in with fire hoses and
washed away the last remnants of this year’s encampment. The
teachers disappeared, tents disappeared, vendors disappeared, the
beggars remained.

By Sunday AM, the ambulatory vendors were back to solicit sales.
Many buildings had already been repainted, but protest graffiti still
exists. I would characterize the march as a simple non-combative
declaration: here we are and the movement hisn’t vanished.

Contradictions

Certainly one big difference in Oaxaca since the 2006 eruption of
the social movement lies in the overt contradictions, power struggles
and confusion, the many unknowable back-room discussions, and
the many secrets all but peeking around the door. On June 16 the
daily paper Las Noticias Voz y Imagen de Oaxaca published an ar-
ticle headline ““THERE WILL BE A CRIMINAL COMPLAINT AGAINST OF-
FICIALS FOR GENOCIDE AND FORCED DISAPPEARANCES” — a criminal
complaint lodged with the national attorney general’s office against
eight persons in power during 20006, starting with then-president Vi-
cente Fox.

Nevertheless, disregarding the ants’ trek, we live in a stalemate with
no exit in view before URO’s term of office expires.

URO maintains a dirty war which includes paying provocateurs and
gangsters in virtually every aspect of the state’s public life. URO po-
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litically has nothing to offer, his state is ungovernable, and he him-
self is an international liability as Calderon tries to peddle abroad a
decent investment environment in Mexico. Oaxaca has one of the
lowest foreign investment rates of any state

To achieve peace and avoid another set of headlines, Calderon in-
terceded in settling the 2008 Oaxaca teachers’ strike, which after
three weeks was still hung up on Gordillo’s refusal to issue a legal
convocation for Oaxaca Section 22’s state assembly. (The assem-
bly must renew the Section’s elected officials in order to function
normally). While 14,000 teachers slept under tents and tarpaulins
in the zocalo, Calderon told his Secretary of Government Juan
Camilo Mourifio to put a bug in Gordillos ear. A three-way meet-
ing of the local union, the federal government and the SNTE took
place. Gordillo duly issued the convocation, which will take place
September 25. Section 22 negotiators still waiting on verification
of the agreement (http://www,jornada. unam.mx/2008/ 06/08/in-
dex. phprsection= sociedad&article=034nlsoc) by its base. One of
the agreement’s clauses is that Section 22 will elect their officers by
secret ballot. The inherent contradiction is that in Mexico, “secret”
ballot is a codeword for electoral fraud.

As the smallest of side-disturbances on June 14, reports circulat-
ed that youngsters wearing masks, who apparently belonged to the
Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca (APPO), took by force
four buses, a trailer belonging to the Bimbo bakery business, a gas
tank truck, and a diesel truck, and held them at the crossroads of
Cinco Sefiores, an important site for the barricades of 2006. The
next morning the APPO spokesperson, César Mateos declared they
were not APPO sympathizers, there were no accords to complain
about at that hour of the morning. The next reports accused the
hooded youngsters of being followers of Oaxacan Voices Con-
structing Autonomy and Freedom (VOCAL) and David Venegas,
the former political prisoner. These same hooded youths then ap-
peared at the kiosk and heckled Section 22 secretary Ezekial Rosales
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Carefio, throwing empty bottles and trash at him while he spoke.

The youngsters denouncing Rosales as a traitor blamed him for ne-
gotiating away an important aspect of the teachers’ assemblies: face
to face discussion and voting. David Venegas told me that although
VOCAL, an anarchist faction, opposed the announcement of the
settlement prior to a consultation at the base, they were not involved
in the physical trashing of Rosales.

Therefore, my guess is that the usual government provocateurs are
at work, giving both the teachers and the APPO a bad rap. Insid-
ers tell me that Section 22 is loaded with sell-outs and an internal
power struggle is going on — that sounds normal. This is a social
movement besieged.

Meanwhile, the People’s Revolutionary Army (EPR) was also put-
ting pressure on Calderén to produce their two missing members.
They announced that “time is running short” (La Jornada On Line
11/06/2008 14:44), without naming consequences. The EPR blames
the federal government for dragging out the “negotiation” process
which includes the investigation into who snatched Edmundo Reyes
Amaya and Gabriel Alberto Cruz Sanchez — a job allegedly done
in Oaxaca, master-minded by URO’s then secretary of government,
Jorge Franco Vargas, who is currently the head of the state PRI
Calderén went off to Spain the week of June 9 to talk about Span-
ish investment in Mexico.

While the EPR was demanding action, Mourifio declared that within
the government of Calderén there are no cases of forced disap-
pearance or political prisoners, completely ignoring the EPR’s (and
human rights organizations’) list of 75 cases. The EPR’s other com-
plaints include the usual: selling the country to foreigners, using the
military and police to repress social movements while pretending
to fight organized crime, and holding political prisoners. It puts the
EPR very much into the same protest camp as the APPO, the Sec-
tion 22 teachers, and the Zapatistas. Although all sides deny connec-
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tions, their causes match.

Section 22, having nudged Calderoén to intercede on their behalf, de-
cided not to break up their encampment less than a week before the
June 14 megamarch commemoration of the 2006 attack. Instead,
the union demanded that URO, whom they wouldn’t recognize dur-
ing the past two years, meet with representatives of the APPO, to
discuss the social issues behind the movement’s eruption.

Consider another contradiction: the local business people, PRI sup-
porters of URO, have really been screwed. Backing URO against
the APPO and the movement becomes increasingly difficult. URO
closed off (for the usual “renovations”) downtown streets which
shops rely on for traffic; many businesses went broke; and many
businessmen have been kidnapped for ransom or murdered, in what
we assume were drug-related dealings. During the four—week en-
campment, the streets filled with vendors of everything from under-
wear to umbrellas to fried bananas. Food, jeans and CDs shouldered
one another for space on every corner. Despite reports that the ven-
dors were given the okay by the PRI to aggravate the shopkeepers
into standing against the movement, these vendors are mostly poor,
eking out a living in direct confrontation with the shopkeepers. It
wasn’t a happy few weeks for the local shops and restaurants.

Add to this, that URO wanted to install (in fact did rip up and
re-pave) another pedestrian tourist walkway, which would inevitably
lead to corporate, not Mom-and-Pop, shops. Perhaps the shopkeep-
ers see the neoliberal handwriting on the wall. They complained,
and for the moment kept the streets open and the parking meters
(another privatization of the streets) at bay. Letters to the editor
complained : the business community wants URO out. Now URO
is called on to meet with the APPO, whomever that might be.

Section 22 released the public buildings, toll-booths on the highway
and the access to the Pemex plant, on June 14. The teachers’ repre-
sentatives achieved some positive things in their bargaining, such as
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the second year of salary raises for cost of living (re-zonification),
grants to students for 22,500 pairs of shoes and 110,000 school uni-
forms, supplies, strengthening 612 community kitchens, and infra-
structure. However, the question of schools still in the hands of the
PRI Section 59, and the participation in the “secret balloting” next
September, are not resolved, although Rosales Carrefio, secretary of
Section 22, assured the press that the agreement says that the only
legally recognized union is 22, even if 59 attends their assembly!

He also said that the teachers are departing in order to return, stron-
ger and with new strategies.

What Does the To and Fro fnt Brigade Tell Us?

Many people believe that Section 22 acted wisely in not provoking
more confrontations. The beloved Berta Mufioz, popularly known
as la doctora Escopeta when she broadcast on Radio Universidad,
has also returned, from exile in Bolivia. In an interview she said
she does not see a return to barricades, encampments and mega-
marches. But she does anticipate the continuing demand for the res-
ignation of URO.

The difference now, she said in an interview printed at zapateando.
wordpress.com/.../11/democratizar-oaxaca-va-mas-alla-de-tirar-a-
ulises-ruiz-expreso-berta-munoz/, between the popular rebellion
headed by the APPO in 2006 and the appearance of new protests
by teachers and organizations in the streets in 2008 is based, in her
judgment “in that now, with all that has gone on, our conscious-
ness is much more profound from the experience. Many people in
the communities, the neighborhoods and the colonias are absorbed
in the discrete work of constructing an organization which is more
authentic, more solid, with the idea of democratizing Oaxaca which
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goes far beyond only throwing out Ulises Ruiz”.

She continued, “The other difference is the strategy of the new
mobilizations: the teachers union acted, in my opinion, with a lot
of wisdom in this moment: the encampments are small, they are
staffed in rotation so as to not close all the schools at once, to cause
the least harm possible to the school year and to not provoke so-
cial rejection. There is a clear distinction between what this move-
ment is, and what the mobilizations are. One begins to understand
that having not expelled the governor two years ago, because he was
saved from falling by a (presidential) power negotiation, does not
necessarily imply a defeat”.

During the last offensive blow by the Federal Preventive Police
against the APPO, together with massive and indiscriminate arrests,
Dr. Mufioz received death threats and orders of arrest were issued
against her. She opted for exile in Bolivia. Some weeks ago she de-
cided to return to Mexico, and she is “gathering her courage” to
make the next step — return to Oaxaca, when the lawyers, among
them Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustin Pro Juarez, re-
solve the arrest orders still outstanding. “When it’s resolved, I will
come back. I long to return to my home and my life.”

The federal deputy and president of the commission for Citizen
Participation of the Congress of the Union, Alberto Esteva Salinas,
was quoted in LLas Noticias on Monday, June 16, 2008 as saying
that the state of Oaxaca is “putrid with impunity “. The three lev-
els of government, he says, work together to sack the state, in every
sense of the word. They feel no obligation to society. Esteva Salinas
declared that after two years of intense conflict the economy is bad-
ly damaged. He claims it will take more than a decade to recuperate
socio-economic stability; there is no authority in Oaxaca that works
to benefit the people, but rather to “benefit a rapacious clique”.

He compared the Oaxaca capital with cities in other states such as
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Jalapa, Veracruz, Chilpancingo, Guerrero, and Morelia, saying that
Oaxaca is thirty years behind them in economic development. The
governor Ulises Ruiz Ortiz is to blame for the instability: “We live
in a permanent encampment, the teachers are not paid attention to,
nor the business people, and whoever wants a different Oaxaca is
ignored.”

As resident commentator, I note the alternative voice of the pueb-
los, especially the indigenous, who don’t necessarily want that kind
of “development”, but wish to maintain decent lives for themselves
and their children with community and autonomy, without the pow-
er structure that accompanies external financial enterprises.

The dirty war instituted by URO imposes a third framework for
Oaxaca. And a fourth is the media war: outing the PRI, PAN and
military-police corruption. The Noticias article of June 16 totals the
2006 crimes: 26 assassinated, 366 detained who were tortured, 200
wounded. And it names the accused: Vicente Fox Quesada, Edu-
ardo Medina Mora, Ulises Ruiz Ortiz, Rosa Lizbeth Cafia Cardeza,
Lino Celaya Luria, Manuel Moreno Rivas, José Manuel Vera Salinas.

We’ll see how far the accusations get in court, and in the corporate
boardrooms which hire ex-politicians and presidents. At the very
least, the crimes have become common knowledge. And, “we don’t
forgive and we don’t forget”.

Spanish references

Berta Mufoz: zapateando.wordpress.com/.../11/democratizar-oax-
aca-va-mas-alla-de-tirar-a-ulises-ruiz-expreso-berta-munoz/ - 56k
Pero la diferencia entre la revuelta popular que encabezé la Asam-
blea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca (APPO) en 20006 y la salida
de nuevas manifestaciones de maestros y organi- zaciones a las call-
es en estos dfas radica, a su juicio, “en que ahora, con todo lo que
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ha pasado, nuestra conciencia es mas profunda, por la experiencia.
Mucha gente en las comunidades, los barrios y las colonias esta en-
frascada en un trabajo discreto de construcciéon de una organizacion
mas auténtica, mas sélida, con la idea de que democratizar Oaxaca
va mucho mas alld de sélo tirar a Ulises Ruiz”.

Otra diferencia es la estrategia de las nuevas movilizaciones: “el
magisterio ha actuado, en mi opinién, con mucha sabiduria en este
momento: los plantones son pequefios, se establecen turnos para
no cerrar todas las escuelas a la vez, para dafiar lo menos posible
el calendario escolar y para no provocar el rechazo social. Hay una
clara distincion entre lo que es el movimiento y lo que son las movi-
lizaciones. Y se empieza a entender que no haber vencido al gober-
nador hace dos afos, porque lo salvé de su caida una negociacion en
las capulas del poder, no necesariamente significa una derrota”.

Al reconocer que dentro de la APPO ha habido “fricciones y di-
visiones”, sobre todo por la participacion de algunos de sus dirigen-
tes como candidatos en las pasadas elecciones, sefiala que los frentes
de este tipo “cumplen su papel en su momento y luego desaparecen
o no. Eso depende de las bases”.

Ante este gradual volver a la vida del movimiento popular, esta
doctora de estampa inconfundible, que igual pas6 los meses de las
barricadas atendiendo un puesto de salud, conduciendo la tnica am-
bulancia con la que conté la APPO o al frente de los micréfonos de
Radio Universidad, advierte el revés de la moneda:

“La ocupacion policiaca de Oaxaca, los asesinatos de los grupos
paramilitares, la represion del 25 de noviembre y el estado de sitio
que le sigui6é durante varias semanas tenfan, entre otros, el objetivo
de sembrar el miedo. Y ese miedo esta ahi. Es un temor que paraliza
y lo peor es que, como no se habla ni se asume, no se le reconoce y
no se le puede superat.

“Es el miedo a ser arrestados, torturados, desaparecidos; a que
les hagan dafio a nuestras familias, a que las amenazas se cumplan.
Es ese miedo que a mi me hizo irme.”

Durante el ultimo golpe ofensivo de la Policia Federal Preventiva
contra la APPO, junto con los arrestos masivos e indiscriminados, la
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doctora Mufioz fue amenazada de muerte y se giraron 6rdenes de
aprehension en su contra.

Despedida por la Secretarfa de Salud de su puesto de médica
epidemidloga, donde dio servicio por 30 afios, sin el respaldo de un
sindicato o un partido politico, optd por acogerse a la proteccion
solidaria que le brindé Bolivia.

Pero la vida la golpe6 duro en esos meses de exilio. Murieron su
madre y su hermano en un breve lapso. Su fragil salud no soporté
las alturas pacefias. Hace algunas semanas tomo la decision de re-
gresar a México y asegura que “esta valorando” el momento de dar
el segundo paso, su retorno a Oaxaca.

Berta Mufioz fue consignada en la misma causa penal de los dos
dirigentes de la APPO que recientemente fueron exculpados por
falta de pruebas, Flavio Sosa y David Venegas, acusada de incendiar
el Banamex y el tribunal en el centro oaxaqueno, de resistir a la auto-
ridad y de sedicion.

En los hechos —asegura— “si estuve en la barricada donde mas
tarde se incendiaron varios inmuebles, pero estaba en la ambulan-
cia, atendiendo heridos e intentando, precisamente, evitar provoca-
ciones. A la hora del incendio yo ya estaba en la cabina de la radio”.

Abogados de las organizaciones no gubernamentales Tlachinol-
lan y el Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustin Pro Juarez
interpusieron amparos en contra de las 6rdenes de aprehension que
tiene en su contra. “Cuando se resuelvan regresaré. Me urge volver a

mi casa, 2 mi vida.”

La Jornada
http:/ /wwwjornada. unam.mx/2008/ 06/08/index. phprsection=
sociedad&article=034n1soc

Pacta el SNTE Ia renovacion del comité estatal, bandera de lu-
cha de la seccién 22

Gordillo y disidentes desactivan conflicto magisterial en Oaxaca
Fabiola Martinez y Emir Olivares

Después de casi 20 afios de conflictos y descalificaciones mu-
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tuas, la presidenta del Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de la Edu-
cacion (SNTE), Elba Esther Gordillo, y la comisiéon negociadora de
la seccion 22, de Oaxaca, firmaron la madrugada de ayer un acuerdo
que sienta las bases para la renovacion del comité estatal, bandera de
la disidencia de este gremio.

Con la intervencién del titular de la Secretaria de Gobernacion,
Juan Camilo Mourifio, ambas partes conversaron en un exclusivo
lugar de Santa Fe. De acuerdo con asistentes a la reunion, Gordillo
sefialo:

“Quiero decirles, me crean o no, que me da mucho gusto que
estén aca, nos necesitamos (...) Nuestras diferencias pueden ser de
estrategia; la disidencia de la 22 nos legitima. Gracias a la coordina-
dora puedo decir que el SNTE es plural”.

La dirigente del SNTE —desde mayo de 1989— dio las “gracias” a
la Coordinadora Nacional de Trabajadores de la Educacién porque
con su existencia, este gremio dej6 atras el corporativismo y levanto
“la bandera de la rezonificacié n (...) 20 afios peleando y acercando-
nos”, expreso.

El acuerdo firmado en Bucareli incluye la realizacion del con-
greso seccional programado para los dias 25 y 26 de septiembre
proximos, donde los profesores oaxaquefios eligirin a su nuevo
lider, por primera vez, a través del voto directo y secreto, una de
las principales condiciones que impulsé Gordillo y que finalmente
acepto la comision negociadora estatal.

La convocatoria, sometida ayer a consideracion de la asamblea
estatal, establece que en el congreso podran participar los 70 mil
trabajadores de la educacion de Oaxaca, lo que abre la posibilidad de
la presencia de integrantes de la seccion 59, impulsada por Gordillo
como contrapeso a la 22 durante el conflicto social de 20006.

Asistentes a la reunion sefialaron que durante su intervencion, la
profesora utiliz6 frases conciliadoras: “Tenemos una causa comun,
somos institucionales a través del CEN y no de partidos. Dependia-
mos de uno —en referencia al PRI— ahora, ya no”.

En otra parte de su intervencion frente a los integrantes de la
comision negociadora, Gordillo advirtié que “no me voy a pelear
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con Calderén asi me lo pidan”. Incluso les coment6 que se acerca
una etapa dificil, la “hambruna”, de ahi que esta trabajando —sefial6-
para conformar una nueva instancia de trabajadores.

Fuentes de Gobernaciéon admitieron que el de ayer fue un
“avance”, pero no la soluciéon de fondo que permita terminar con el
conflicto en Oaxaca.

El dltimo tramo de la negociacion se realizo en total hermetis-
mo, bajo el compromiso de no revelar a la prensa ni siquiera el lugar
de los encuentros; al final, todas las partes involucradas dieron como
suya la estrategia que llevé a la firma de dos documentos. En el de
caracter politico entre el CEN del SNTE y la seccion 22, se dice que
se fortalecera la educacion que se imparte en el estado y procurara
mejorar los procesos de capacitacion del magisterio, para lo cual se
incluye una partida de 220 millones de pesos (12 mas que el afio
anterior), como parte de la segunda etapa de rezonificacié n de los
trabajadores de la educacion. El segundo, se refiere a la emision de la
convocatoria para el congreso seccional.

La falta de acuerdos en ambos derivé en la actual movilizacién
de los profesores que incluye paro total de labores y plantones en la
capital oaxaquefia.

Desde hace varias semanas, enviados del gobernador de Oaxaca,
Ulises Ruiz, intentaron llegar a un arreglo con los profesores, pero
en cuanto tocaban el punto de la convocatoria, los avances se des-
vanecfan. Fuentes consultadas entonces informaron que la intencién
del mandatario era lograr un acuerdo politico con Mourifio, para
que éste presionara a Gordillo; a cambio, su gobierno colaboraria
en la investigacion federal para hallar a los dos integrantes del EPR,
desaparecidos en mayo de 2007.

El viernes por la noche —como ayer informé La Jornada— se
lleg6 al acuerdo sobre la convocatoria, con la condicion del voto
secreto, factor que integrantes de la 22 consideraron positivo porque
“no tememos a las urnas”.

Gordillo se uni6 a la negociacion, aunque todas las partes pre-
tendian adjudicarse el “histérico” acercamiento.

La maestra asegurd: “ni un gobernador ni Gobernaciéon me sien-
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tan”, siempre segun la version de los asistentes.

Ahora hay una organizacion
mas discreta en la entidad, pero es mas profunda, considero

Democratizar Oaxaca va mas alla de tirar a Ulises Ruiz, ex-
pres6 Berta Muiioz

El magisterio actia en este momento con mucha sabidurfa, sin afec-
tar tanto a la gente

Blanche Petrich

En el futuro de la reactivaciéon del movimiento popular de Oax-
aca, la médica Berta Mufioz, reconocida popularmente como doc-
tora Escopeta, no ve el regreso de las barricadas, los plantones y las
megamarchas que agitaron hace dos afios la capital estatal bajo la
consigna “fuera Ulises Ruiz”.

En esta nueva fase del proceso opositor —afirma en la primera
entrevista a su retorno de Bolivia, donde radicé este pasado afio,
buscando protecciéon por las amenazas y la persecucion que sufrié—
sigue viva la demanda de la renuncia del gobernador priista. “jY
coémo no, si hoy dia es mas evidente su naturaleza autoritaria y caci-
quil!”

Pero la diferencia entre la revuelta popular que encabezé la
Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca (APPO) en 2006 y la
salida de nuevas manifestaciones de maestros y organi- zaciones a
las calles en estos dias radica, a su juicio, “en que ahora, con todo
lo que ha pasado, nuestra conciencia es mas profunda, por la expe-
riencia. Mucha gente en las comunidades, los barrios y las colonias
esta enfrascada en un trabajo discreto de construcciéon de una orga-
nizacién mas auténtica, mas sélida, con la idea de que democratizar
Oaxaca va mucho mas alla de sdlo tirar a Ulises Ruiz”.

Otra diferencia es la estrategia de las nuevas movilizaciones: “el
magisterio ha actuado, en mi opinién, con mucha sabiduria en este
momento: los plantones son pequefios, se establecen turnos para
no cerrar todas las escuelas a la vez, para dafiar lo menos posible

el calendario escolar y para no provocar el rechazo social. Hay una
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clara distincion entre lo que es el movimiento y lo que son las movi-
lizaciones. Y se empieza a entender que no haber vencido al gober-
nador hace dos afos, porque lo salvé de su caida una negociacioén en
las cupulas del poder, no necesariamente significa una derrota”.

Al reconocer que dentro de la APPO ha habido “fricciones y di-
visiones”, sobre todo por la participacion de algunos de sus dirigen-
tes como candidatos en las pasadas elecciones, sefiala que los frentes
de este tipo “cumplen su papel en su momento y luego desaparecen
o no. Eso depende de las bases”.

Ante este gradual volver a la vida del movimiento popular, esta
doctora de estampa inconfundible, que igual pas6 los meses de las
barricadas atendiendo un puesto de salud, conduciendo la tnica am-
bulancia con la que conté la APPO o al frente de los micréfonos de
Radio Universidad, advierte el revés de la moneda:

“La ocupacion policiaca de Oaxaca, los asesinatos de los grupos
paramilitares, la represion del 25 de noviembre y el estado de sitio
que le sigui6é durante varias semanas tenfan, entre otros, el objetivo
de sembrar el miedo. Y ese miedo esta ahi. Es un temor que paraliza
y lo peor es que, como no se habla ni se asume, no se le reconoce y
no se le puede superar.

“Es el miedo a ser arrestados, torturados, desaparecidos; a que
les hagan dafio a nuestras familias, a que las amenazas se cumplan.
Es ese miedo que a mi me hizo irme.”

Durante el ultimo golpe ofensivo de la Policfa Federal Preventiva
contra la APPO, junto con los arrestos masivos e indiscriminados, la
doctora Mufioz fue amenazada de muerte y se giraron 6rdenes de
aprehension en su contra.

Despedida por la Secretaria de Salud de su puesto de médica
epidemiodloga, donde dio servicio por 30 afios, sin el respaldo de un
sindicato o un partido politico, optd por acogerse a la proteccion
solidaria que le brindé Bolivia.

Pero la vida la golped duro en esos meses de exilio. Murieron su
madre y su hermano en un breve lapso. Su fragil salud no soportd
las alturas pacefias. Hace algunas semanas tomo la decision de re-
gresar a México y asegura que “esta valorando” el momento de dar
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el segundo paso, su retorno a Oaxaca.

Berta Mufioz fue consignada en la misma causa penal de los dos
dirigentes de la APPO que recientemente fueron exculpados por
falta de pruebas, Flavio Sosa y David Venegas, acusada de incendiar
el Banamex y el tribunal en el centro oaxaqueno, de resistir a la auto-
ridad y de sedicion.

En los hechos —asegura— “si estuve en la barricada donde mas
tarde se incendiaron varios inmuebles, pero estaba en la ambulan-
cia, atendiendo heridos e intentando, precisamente, evitar provoca-
ciones. A la hora del incendio yo ya estaba en la cabina de la radio”.

Abogados de las organizaciones no gubernamentales Tlachinol-
lan y el Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustin Pro Juarez
interpusieron amparos en contra de las 6rdenes de aprehension que
tiene en su contra. “Cuando se resuelvan regresaré. Me urge volver a
mi casa, 2 mi vida.”

Lo que ganaron los profesores en cifras
Tuesday, 10 de June de 2008

Independientemente de recursos para infraestructura, equipamiento
y rezonificaciéon economica, la seccion 22 del Sindicato Nacional de
Trabajadores de la Educacion obtuvo del Gobierno del Estado di-
versos beneficios.

RACIEL MARTINEZ

Algunos de ellos:

--Incremento al nimero y monto de las becas para los hijos de los
trabajadores de la educacion e incremento al 100 por ciento:

“Para el ciclo escolar 2008-2009 se incrementaran 250 becas con
un importe unitario de 3 mil 500 pesos, lo que sumando a las ya
existentes, hardn 6 mil becas con una inversiéon de 21 millones de
pesos.

“En lo referente a las becas PEBES para el ciclo escolar 2008-
2009 se incrementaran 50 becas que hacen un total de 450 de edu-
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cacion superior para hijos de los trabajadores que cursan este nivel,
con una inversion de 4 millones 500 mil pesos
--Construccion de un puente peatonal frente al IEEPO con eleva-
dor para personas con capacidades diferentes:

“El Gobierno del Estado, consciente de los riesgos que corren los
trabajadores de la educacion para ingresar a su centro de trabajo, asi
como el publico que acude a solicitar los diversos servicios que se
ofrecen en el Instituto, hace suya esta demanda, por lo que se instru-
ira a la Secretarfa de Obras Publicas, para la ejecucion de esta obra
durante el ciclo 2008-2009.

--La entrega inmediata de todas las escuelas tomadas en el estado:

“Con fecha 20 de febrero de 2008 se instald la Comision para el
seguimiento y solucién de los problemas de las escuelas en conflicto
en el Estado de Oaxaca, IEEPO-Seccion 22 del SNTE-Gobierno
del Estado, para la regularizacion del servicio en aquellas escuelas
donde aun persisten conflictos. Esta Comision ha logrado avances
importantes en su gestion, alcanzando la recuperacion de 28 es-
cuelas donde actualmente se labora de manera regular, y en 80 mas,
se han logrado acuerdos para su normalizaciéon en el corto plazo.
Esta Comisién continuara funcionando hasta lograr la regularizacion
de todos los servicios educativos™.

--Incremento del bono a 15 dias pagaderos en la segunda quincena
de agosto para resarcir los gastos escolares de todos los trabajadores

de la educacion:

“No obstante que esta prestacion no cuenta con respaldo presupu-
estal, el Gobierno del Estado a través del IEEPO, ratifica el com-
promiso de continuar otorgando este apoyo consistente en el pago
de 4 dias, mas una cantidad fija equivalente a un dia de sueldo inicial
de jornada para los docentes y para el personal administrativo una
cantidad fija equivalente a un dfa de salario de la plaza inicial de jor-
nada administrativa. Este beneficio se pagara en la segunda quincena
de agosto del presente afio”.
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--Incremento a 5 millones al techo financiero de FIPROVIM:

“En el ejercicio 2008 el Gobierno del Estado aportara la cantidad
de 500 mil pesos, lo que permitira al FIPROVIM contar con recur-
sos por el orden de mas de 23 millones 810 mil pesos, para atender
la demanda de los trabajadores de la educacion, de igual manera se
convocara a reunién ordinaria al Comité Técnico del Fideicomiso,
con el propésito de definir un mecanismo que permita agilizar los
tramites para la asignacién de créditos”.

--Incremento a 8 millones al techo financiero del CAPP:

“A la fecha las aportaciones del Gobierno del Estado a este comité
son del orden de los 20 millones de pesos, lo que sumado a los inter-
eses generados por los préstamos otorgados y a la recuperacion de
los mismos, mas los productos financieros generados por el banco,
constituyen una mayor disponibilidad de capital para efectuar présta-
mos a sus agremiados, en un esfuerzo extraordinario el Gobierno del
Estado aportara recursos adicionales por 500 mil pesos. Asimismo,
el Instituto de compromete a entregar al CAPP, los descuentos re-
tenidos a los trabajadores dentro de los tres dias habiles posteriores
al pago de la quincena”.

--Incrementar 4 millones mas para el Programa Casa Albergue:

“Este programa a la fecha cuenta con un saldo de 3 millones 150
mil pesos, monto que es suficiente para atender la demanda actual
en este rubro, toda vez que en el ultimo afio no se ha solicitado este
beneficio para ninguna comunidad y que el saldo disponible es sufi-
ciente para otorgar 60 beneficios. El Gobierno del Estado haciendo
un esfuerzo extraordinario aportara la cantidad de 500 mil pesos;
cabe sefalar que durante los tltimos 5 afios de los beneficios solici-
tados se han autorizado un total de 46 para igual nimero de comu-
nidades que cumplieron los requisitos para su otorgamiento, con un
importe total de 2 millones 49 mil 650 pesos”.

--Libertad inmediata e incondicional de todos los presos politicos y
de conciencia de Oaxaca; cancelacion definitiva de 6rdenes de apre-
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hension y averiguaciones previas:

“Durante el periodo de junio 2007 a la fecha y como resultado de
la defensa juridica de los procesos penales de los inculpados, se re-
vocaron 78 é6rdenes de aprehension que corresponden a 13 expe-
dientes penales, respecto de 49 personas. Asimismo, se dejaron sin
efecto 53 6rdenes de aprehension por la via del amparo en 7 expedi-
entes penales. En 11 expedientes penales se declararon procedentes
los incidentes de libertad a favor de 16 personas, y en 26 expedientes
penales se dictaron autos de libertad a favor de 147 personas.

“El Gobierno del Estado ratifica su compromiso de continuar
revisando los procesos penales de competencia estatal que actual-
mente se encuentran en tramite, con el fin de determinar la pro-
cedencia de autos de libertad a la brevedad posible, tomando en
consideracion los tiempos juridicos de cada proceso en particular, y
coadyuvanza en la defensa de los procesos del orden federal.

“En cuanto a la Mesa Juridica Federal para atender los asuntos
del magisterio, ésta se reinstalara a las horas del 20 del presente mes
y aflo en la Secretarfa de Gobernacion”.

Lo anterior, independientemente de los 220 millones de pesos,
como segunda de las seis anualidades para el convenio de rezonifi-
cacion; 210 millones de pesos para atender necesidades basicas de
infraestructura; 85 millones de pesos para equipamiento (mobiliatio,
material didactico, etc).
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Part Four.
Lauw and Memory as Political leapons

Commentay by Nancy Davies

Law as a Political leapon

In the state of Oaxaca law and justice serve only as political tools.
The near-total impunity that prevails has been accompanied with
imprisonments based on false charges; the government often locks
up political prisoners for years. A new counter strategy of the social
movement lodges criminal complaints against government officials,
at both state and federal levels. Those push-back strategies simul-
taneously serve other political parties to discredit the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI), and put themselves in stronger positions.
Whether or not legal charges will bring justice is hardly the point.
The point is to denounce openly and publicly the figures who hide
behind the mask of position, and turn the tables on the ruling gov-

ernment.

The Oaxaca social movement which erupted in 2006 took a non-
violent stance from day one. There was never any doubt, and with
good reason: governments ruthlessly crush opposition movements,
leaving the moral high ground the only open road to change. Who
has the social movement killed, shot and murdered? 1 can recall one
non-APPO death: a guy was accidentally killed when he ran his mo-
torcycle across the wire protecting a barricade. Human rights or-
ganizations — local, national and international — have documented
the figures regarding government-sponsored crimes, umpteen times.
They are undeniable. The government conducts low-intensity war-
fare, the movement survives by its wits.
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An article written by Pedro Matias appeared in Noticias Voz e Ima-
gen de Oaxaca June 16, 2008, and has been the repeated topic of
its columnists’ denunciations since then — Noticias won’t let fade
anything detrimental to the governor. The article announced that
ex-president Vicente Fox Quesada, Eduardo Medina Mora, com-
mander of the Federal Preventive Police of the Republic (PFP), and
governor Ulises Ruiz Ortiz (URO) would be charged with “geno-
cide” and “forced disappearance of persons”. The complaint was
duly lodged with the office of the Attorney General of the Re-
public, naming those three, plus Lizbeth Cafia, the state attorney
general during 2006, Lino Celaya Luri, Manuel Moreno Rivas and
Jose Manuel Vera Salinas, each responsible for actions leading to the
26 murders of movement people and the 366 detained who were
tortured, plus the more than 200 wounded

The Revolutionary Democratic Party (PRD) senator Salomoén Jara
Cruz capitalizes on the legal case, catapulting himself and his ab-
sent-when-needed-PRD into the process. He repeated what every-
one knows: “until now there have not been investigations, and even
worse, no person has been punished for the brutal repression suf-
fered by the people of Oaxaca.” He solicits the Attorney General of
the Republic (PGR) to investigate. I'm cynical regarding his motives
for late entry into the struggle, but I guess, shrewd commentator
that I am, that it must be related to the next elections.

In spite of the national and international documentation by human
rights organizations of crimes committed by the Preventive and
Ministerial police forces, including unwarranted breaking into pri-
vate homes, beatings, torture, and attacks on journalists, no charges
have been brought. Oaxaca’s reputation for total impunity remains.
So the criminal charges will document it all over again. This time,
facts in the form of names and numbers on orders issued by the
administration will back up the charges. Lizbeth Cafia Cadeza, then
attorney for justice, and Lino Celaya Lurfa who functioned as Secre-
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tary of Citizen Protection, allegedly ordered the attacks carried out
by Manuel Moreno Rivas and José Manuel Vera Salinas. All were
under the command of Ulises Ruiz Ortiz. Medina Mora, whose title
was Secretary of Federal Public Security, controlled the PFP and
collaborated with URO. The charges list the names of the victims
and the dates of the attacks against them..

The movement publicizes and demands federal accountability.
Along with deaths, disappearances, imprisonment and tortures of
2006-2007, there is also the case of Emeterio Merino Cruz, whose
head was smashed in by local police on July 16, 2007, and the pe-
dophile ring allegedly protected by Jorge Franco Vargas and Ulises
Ruiz Ortiz

The mother of one of the pedophile victims in a kindergarten lo-
cated in the suburban town of Villa de Etla, single-handedly waged
her fight until it was finally picked up by the media, human rights
groups and the federal justice department, and linked to another
pedophile ring operating under the protection of the governor of
the neighboring state of Puebla. The state administration says it will
give attention to the recommendation made by the National Com-
mission for Human Rights (CNDH). We’ll see. It occurs to me that
pedophilia raises more ire than does social injustice.

aocial Memory and the Big Lie

According to the columnist Verénica Villalvazo writing on May 7,
2008, denial prevails on the part of the accused PRI officials. Jorge
Franco on April 30, 2008 called the news coming out “sensational-
ist”, referring to the article published in the national media linking
him to the formation of paramilitary groups in Oaxaca and the dis-
appearance of the two members of the Ejército Popular Revolu-
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cionario (EPR). No no, he claimed, there’s nothing to it; he’s not
responsible for either act. The EPR disappearances became head-
lines when the federal government began to negotiate with remain-
ing members whose foremost demand is presentation of the disap-

peared.

On May 5, Lizbeth Cafia Cadeza stated that she’s not responsible
either, there’s no proof and the charges against her are being spread
by irresponsible persons. She accused the federal Secretary of Gov-
ernment Juan Camilo Mourifio of leaking this information to frame
her. She sent a message to the daughter of the missing EPR man
Edmundo Reyes Amaya denying responsibility for the disappear-
ance of the father, because she left the position of state attorney
general on April 4 of 2007 . She told the daughter that the current
attorney general is the one to be questioned.

All the other accusations Cafia ignored, as if the repression never
happened, or if it did happen as we know it did, Villalvazo writes,
nobody is responsible for anything, nobody gave the order for death
caravans. They are throwing doubt onto the collective memory of
those who suffered the events, the grief of the widows, the children
left without fathers, or without brothers. They are saying there is
nobody really responsible for these events.

But according to official documents, records were kept by the Li-
cencia Oficial Colectiva de armamento (LOC) of the Ministerial Po-
lice of the state. Ballistics for weapons were recorded to compare
them with all the shell-casings found when a homicide occurs in the
state. Then the PGR began an investigation into links between the
police and agencies of investigation of the state, to track the vio-
lence registered during the movement resistance (and of course into
narcotic deals, which very deeply involve police agencies). “And so,”
Villalvazo asks, “was nothing found? or is it that in this moment it is
not prudent to mention it?”
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That memory might be blurred or erased seems to be the greatest
offense. It fuels the outrage of people like Villalvazo. As a memory-
purchase, the government offered a financial settlement to widows
and families of the movement’s assassinated. That has brought its
own complaint, as reported on June 21, 2008 in Noticias — appat-
ently a large portion of the funds allotted have been withheld.

The circle of movement widows of the year 2006 rejected the pay-
ment in a trust created by the government and accepted by the
Broad Negotiation Commission of Section 22 of SNTE because in
the first place, there is no justice or punishment for those responsi-
ble for the 26 deaths perpetrated during the uprising. In the second
place, “the lives of human beings are not for trade, nor their convic-
tions nor their ideas of liberty and justice,
Lucas, widow of José Jiménez Colmenares, assasinated the 10th of
August, 2006 during a march of the APPO.

>

> said Florina Jiménez

She further commented that the government itself ordered the
murders and has suffered no consequences. The trust set up offered
between 200 to 340,000 pesos for each death during the movement,
but it allegedly holds five millions unused authorized pesos. The
worry of the widows is why the authorizing committee is reserving
this quantity of money from the trust, will it be maybe for “murders
committed by the state in the future?” they asked.

Among those also eligible to receive compensation is the family of
US indymedia videographer Brad Will. Other families are those of
Marco Garcia Tapia, Andrés Santiago Cruz, Pedro Martinez Mar-
tinez, Pablo or Octavio Martinez Martinez, l.orenzo San Pablo Cet-
vantes, Alejandro Garcia Hernandez, Panfilo Hernandez Vasquez,
Emilio Alonso Fabian, Jorge Alberto Lopez Bernal, Fidel Sanchez
Garcia, José Manuel Castro Patino and Fernando Gonzalez Gijon.
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Digging Up Bodies

I 'am being not metaphorical, but literal. Nine bodies were buried in
a common grave in the city of Oaxaca’s cemetery Panteon Jardin on
May 26, 2008. Noticias found out, and in their article cast doubt on
whom the corpses might have been — too many persons have disap-
peared in Oaxaca for the event to pass unnoticed. On June 19 the
bodies were exhumed under federal orders, bringing to the surface
six of nine (the remaining three being allegedly too rotted for iden-
tification).

According to sources in the PGR, they were looking for new leads
in the disappearance of the EPR men. But it also turned out that
among the dead buried clandestinely, two were previously-buried
victims of drug violence, one identified because he wore on his
big toe a tag used at the morgue. Both bodies had been previously
found in a “narco-grave” in the municipality of Zimatlan de Alva-
rez. A third man died of normal causes in the Public Hospital, and a
fourth was apparently a suicide, whose documents were buried with
him. A fifth one, found in Zaachila, died with an ice-pick through
his eye.

Now the PGR will determine correct procedures, and presum-
ably hold accountable city functionaries responsible for authorizing
burial of “unknown” persons wearing toe tags. And the still “un-
known”? Still unknown. This gruesome story is important not only
because of the level of suspicion on all sides regarding past events,
but also, obviously, an official procedure exists to bury inconvenient
bodies, and the use of DNA tests, if practiced, is not made public.
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The Plight of the Media

The Mexican print media itself simultaneously suffers repression
by assassinations, and by self-censorship. Within the state of Oaxaca
the press split between the daily newspaper Noticias Voz y Imagen
de Oaxaca, plus one or two small papers like El Tiempo; and the
remaining larger paper, Imparcial which is pro-URO. In Oaxaca,
as in all Mexico, the governments pay for self-congratulatory puff-
pieces. In Noticias, however, a page or so further along daily articles
condemn URO, variously for neglect, corruption, vanishing funds
— you name it. Noticias was radicalized the same way many in Oax-
aca were — by being attacked by the PRI governors of Oaxaca, first
José Murat and then URO. When Noticias championed the social
movement and the Asamblea de los Pueblos de Oaxaca (APPO),
circulation increased dramatically. So whether they do so now for re-
venge or for income or for principles, it comes to the same thing —a
print source firmly opposes URO’s government and expresses that
by standing on the side of the movement.

According to an Information Bulletin written on June 1, 2008 and
published in La Jornada, national figures say forty-six reporters and
workers with the press were assassinated and ten disappeared dur-
ing the six-year presidency of Vicente Fox Quesada. Under Felipe
Calder6n Hinojosa, in 2007 six reporters and three workers for the
press were assassinated. Three forced disappearances occurred. In
April two young (twenty-one and twenty-three years old) Oaxaca
Triqui women were murdered, bringing the list up to 80 journalists
assassinated in the past twenty-five years.

In the past seven years and four months the Latin American Fed-
eration of Reporters (FELAP-México), aided by the Federation of
Associations of Mexican Journalists (Federacion de Asociaciones de
Periodistas Mexicanos, Fapermex) and the First Page Club, (Club
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Primera Plana), produced a list of forty-six assassinated, a rate of
more than six per year, and more than one per year disappeared.
The National Commission for Human Rights (CNDH) acknowl-
edges this aggression against the media and furthermore agrees that
there’s no will on the part of governing authorities to do anything
about it. It opened 84 new complaints cases in 2007, and document-
ed 88 cases which included violations of fundamental guarantees.

International organizations like Reporters Without Frontiers and
The World Association of Community Radios (AMARC, in its
Spanish initials) demand investigations and propose protective leg-
islation. Accountability seemingly never comes to pass, but attacks
don’t always induce fear and acquiescent silence now. The Oaxaca
story is out, internationally. Non-government controlled print cover-
age includes Noticias, La Jornada, Proceso, and Milenio. Diego Os-
orno, reporter-author of the book Oaxaca Sitiada, broke the story
in Proceso of the accusations made by a protected witness against
Oaxaca government officials to the federal government, which led
to the first arrests and investigations. The Oaxaca newspaper No-
ticias played that story for weeks, in an attempt to at least prevent
Jorge Franco Vargas (El Chucky) from running for governor of
Oaxaca.

Mexicans know about Oaxaca and the other states which suffer re-
pression, and that makes a difference both in solidarity and actions.
Government and corporate control over the commercial media
remains strong but no longer total (see the popularity of Carmen
Aristegui and Lydia Cacho). Video, music, drama, and the ever-pres-
ent graffiti are omnipresent; tourist-oriented art galleries (two locat-
ed in the historic center of Oaxaca) exhibit photographs and paint-
ings of the uprising. Art photo galleries display scenes from 2006.

Don’t forgive and don’t forget is stenciled on the walls of Oaxaca.
Expose the guilty, recount facts, keep memory alive, go to federal
court. Why federal? Because President Felipe Calderon has his ass
over a barrel with foreign investors. Good. That’s the best current
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external aid to the social movement’s strategy. He also is looking
ahead to discredit the PRI totally before the next presidential elec-
tion. That’s business as usual.

for Spanish reference
PEDRO MATTIAS, Noticias June 16

Por los delitos de “genocidio” y “desaparicion forzada de personas”
seran denunciados ante la Procuraduria General de la Republica, el
ex presidente Vicente Fox Quesada, el titular de la PGR, Eduardo
Medina Mora y el gobernador Ulises Ruiz Ortiz, por su respons-
abilidad en los 26 asesinatos cometidos durante el movimiento so-
ciopolitico, los 366 detenidos que fueron torturados y los mas de
200 heridos.

Asi lo revela la denuncia que presentara este lunes el senador de la
republica del PRD, Salomén Jara Cruz, ante la PGR donde se re-
salta que “hasta este momento no han sido investigados, y peor aun,
que no hay personas castigadas por la brutal represion sufrida por el
pueblo de Oaxaca”.

En el documento de siete cuartillas, en poder de NOTICIAS, el
senador perredista solicita a la PGR “se ordenen desahogar todas y
cada una de las pruebas tendientes a la comprobacion del cuerpo del
delito y la responsabilidad penal de los inculpados.

Lo preocupante, dijo, es que a pesar de que hay informes y recomen-
daciones de organismos nacionales e internacionales de derechos
humanos por los crimenes cometidos por la policia, el allanamiento
de domicilios particulares, las agresiones a periodistas por parte de
servidores publicos y la tortura a la que fueron sometidos los presos
politicos, nada ha sido acatado y, por consiguiente, todo sigue en la
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absoluta impunidad.

Detall6 que el 14 de junio del 2006, durante el fallido desalojo mag-
isterial fueron detenidas 10 personas por elementos de las policias
preventiva y ministerial; otras 25 personas fueron encarceladas entre
el 15 de junio y el 28 de octubre, y 331 a partir del 29 de octubre de
2006 al 31 de enero del 2007.

Estas cifras estan soportadas con nombres y nimeros de expedientes
integrados por las autoridades encargadas de administrar e impartir
justicia, las cuales fueron sefialados como “jueces de consigna”.

Se hace hincapié en que estas detenciones fueron ordenadas por
Rosa Lizbeth Cana Cadeza, entonces procuradora de justicia, y Lino
Celaya Lurfa, cuando fungfa como secretario de Protecciéon Ciuda-
dana y ejecutadas por Manuel Moreno Rivas y José Manuel Vera
Salinas.

El legislador senala que estos funcionarios recibieron érdenes direc-
tas del gobernador Ulises Ruiz Ortiz, y por la Policia Federal Pre-
ventiva al mando de Eduardo Medina Mora, quien era el Secretario
de Seguridad Publica Federal.

De igual forma, recordé que tan solo durante el fallido desalojo de
los maestros registrado el 14 de junio del 2006, al menos 200 perso-
nas resultaron heridas a manos de elementos policfacos enviados por
Ulises Ruiz Ortiz, Rosa Lizbeth Cafia Cadeza y Lino Celaya Lurfa.

También hace referencia a que durante el tiempo que durd el con-
flicto social en el estado de Oaxaca, se cometieron 26 asesinatos,
pues las victimas no estaban armadas, asi como tampoco represen-
taban ningun peligro, es decir que dichos homicidios no tienen nin-
guna justificaciéon.

Y enumera los crimenes: el profesor Marcos Garcia Tapia, quien fue
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ultimado en la ciudad de Oaxaca de Juarez, el dia 08 de agosto del
afio 20006; posteriormente el 09 de agosto del 2006, fueron asesina-
dos en el distrito de Putla de Guerrero, Oaxaca, Andrés Santiago
Cruz, Pedro Martinez Martinez, y el menor de 11 anos Pablo Oc-
tavio Martinez Martinez.

Después, el 10 de agosto durante la marcha realizada en la ciudad de
Oaxaca de Juarez, fue asesinado de nueve balazos José Jiménez Col-
menares, por sujetos a quienes se les encontraron identificaciones
del ejército Mexicano; posteriormente, el 16 de agosto, en el muni-
cipio de Zaachila, fue asesinado Gonzalo Cisneros Gautier, quien
era simpatizante de la Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca.

A esos asesinatos se sumaron la muerte del arquitecto Lorenzo Sam
Pablo Cervantes, registrada el 22 de agosto, en las cercanias de la
radio La Ley y donde quedd perfectamente establecido que quienes
cometieron el crimen, fueron policias preventivos del estado, cuyo
superior jerarquico era Lino Celaya Luria.

El dia 01 de octubre del 2006, en la Colonia Volcanes,, fue privado
de la vida Daniel Nieto Ovando; luego, el 05 de octubre, fue asesina-
do Jaime Rene Calvo Aragén; el 14 de octubre, fue ultimado a bala-
zos Alejandro Garcfa Hernandez, por militares vestidos de civil; y el
18 de octubre, mataron al profesor Panfilo Hernandez, donde todo
parece indicar que fueron elementos policfacos vestidos de civil.

Mientras que el dia 27 de octubre, fueron asesinadas tres personas
en municipios conurbanos a la ciudad de Oaxaca de Juarez. Ese dia
fue asesinado el periodista Bradley Roland Will, en el municipio de
Santa Lucfa del Camino, por policias municipales, sin embargo, a
pesar de existir imagenes que demuestran fehacientemente tal hecho,
los responsables fueron puestos en libertad, por peticion expresa de
Rosa Lizbeth Cafa Cadeza Procuradora General de Justicia en el
ano 2000.
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Ese mismo dia, también fueron asesinados Emilio Alonso Fabiin,
Esteban Zurita Lopez y Esteban Ruiz.

El dia 29 de octubre, durante el ingreso de la Policia Federal Pre-
ventiva a la ciudad de Oaxaca fueron asesinados Jorge Alberto Lo-
pez Bernal, Fidel Sanchez Garcia y Roberto Hernandez Lopez. El
senador resalté que el superior jerarquico o responsable de dicho
operativo fue Eduardo Medina Mora.

Por otra parte, los dias 30 de septiembre, asi como el 1 y 2 de octu-
bre, dos helicépteros de la Secretarfa de Marina y un aviéon no identi-
ficado efectuaron vuelos rasantes sobre la ciudad de Oaxaca, lo que
demuestra la orden de manera clara del entonces Presidente de los
Estados unidos Mexicanos Vicente Fox Quesada.

Respecto a lo ocurrido el 25 de noviembre donde se registré un
enfrentamiento entre simpatizantes de la Asamblea Popular de los
Pueblos de Oaxaca y la Policia Federal Preventiva, presentan una
relacién de detenidos en supuesto flagrante delito.

Revela que el parte informativo rendido por elementos de la Policia
Federal Preventiva, comandados por Eduardo Medina Mora y su-
scrito por los sargentos de la PFP Juan Luis Ortiz Herrera, Alfonso
Rodriguez Martinez Candelario Collado Gonzalez, Mario Salazar
Garcia, con el visto bueno del inspector jefe de la Policia Federal
Preventiva Luis Clemente Garcfa, pusieron a disposicion del citado
agente del Ministerio Publico a unos 300 detenidos, de los cuales
141 fueron trasladados al Centro Federal de Readaptacion Social
Numero 4 “Noroeste”, ubicado en la ciudad de Tepic, Nayarit.

Todos estos hechos, dijo, lo facultan a ejercitar los siguientes
derechos: El de presentar esta denuncia ante la PGR por ser compe-

tente para conocer e investigar los acontecimientos del 2006 y 2007.

Y el de solicitar se realicen todas y cada una de las investigaciones
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necesarias para acreditar el cuerpo del delito y la responsabilidad pe-
nal del inculpado; y se recaben las declaraciones de las personas a
quienes les constan los hechos que denuncié.

Como pruebas, exhibe el informe recabado por la Comisiéon Civ-
il Internacional de Observacion por los Derecho Humanos; de la
Comision Internacional de Juristas y la Obra Diaconica Alemana a
Oaxaca, el de la Asociacién de Estudios Latinoamericanos, sobtre
las violaciones a la libertad académica, y de expresiones en Oaxaca
de Juarez; el documento “Violaciones a los Derechos humanos en
Oaxaca”; Del Paro magisterial a la movilizaciéon Popular, de la Mis-
16n Civil Internacional y de la Red Oaxaquefia de Derechos Huma-
nos.

Encolerizado, este procer del panismo por sus supuestas habili-
dades juridicas y parlamentarias, nada menos que subprocurador de
Derechos Humanos y Atencién a Victimas, lanzé la amenaza contra
la mexicana frente a los miembros de una mision internacional de
observacion que, el 21 de abril, se entrevistaron con ¢l justamente
para saber los avances sobre agresiones a profesionales que ejercen
la libertad de expresion en México.

Castro, quien como consejero juridico de Vicente Fox disen6 el
alegato juridico del desafuero de Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador y
después retomo la diputacion para exponerlo directamente -y luego
volvié a la alta burocracia—-, sélo actiia como lo hacen otros miem-
bros de la clase politica nacional: en la l6gica de impunidad.

Seguramente ahora que Amnistia Internacional emita su informe so-
bre las sistematicas violaciones a los derechos humanos en México,
entre ellas las que cometen soldados y cuerpos policiacos en esta
simulacion sexenal que es el combate a una parte del narcotrafico,
habra de expresarse la irritacion de un gobierno de derecha que, en

efecto, tiene como doctrina la hipocresfa.
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Escrito por VERONICA VILLALVAZO

miércoles, 07 de mayo de 2008

Entre Guardias Blancas, deslindes y relaciones peligrosas

La crisis politica de Oaxaca en estos momentos situa a los diferentes
personajes a empezar a deslindarse de lo que pasé en 2006 y en
2007, Jorge Franco lo hizo el pasado 30 de abril al sefialar de “sen-
sacionalista” la nota publicada en medios nacionales que lo vinculan
con la formacién de grupos paramilitares y de la desaparicion de los
dos integrantes del Ejército Popular Revolucionario (EPR). Donde
sefialé que no hay sustento en lo que dice el testigo protegido que
tiene la PGR, dijo estar dispuesto a acudir si es requerido por las
autoridades, que su conducta puede ser revisada con toda la calma
de que no es responsable de ninguna desapariciéon ni de conformar
grupos paramilitares, indicando que estos sefalamientos son para

> ¢

“golpear” “para frenar el avance del PRI”.

El dfa 5 de mayo Lizbeth Cafia Cadeza sefialé que tampoco es
responsable,’todo es infundado no hay pruebas”, “ni sustentos”
“son infundios irresponsables” y sefial6 al Secretario de Gober-
nacion Juan Camilo Mourifio como responsable de filtrar esta in-
formaciéon tendenciosa para involucrarla. Le envi6 a Nadin Reyes
Maldonado hija de Edmundo Reyes Amaya un mensaje indicandole
que ella no es responsable de la desaparicion de su padre que a partir
del 4 de abril de 2007 al dejar la Procuraduria Estatal, se deslinda
completamente de los hechos que hoy la sefialan como responsable,
y aseguro que el actual Procurador Evencio Nicolas Martinez debe
de dar respuestas de lo que sucedi6 a partir del 5 de abril de 2007.

Pero y entonces quién es responsable de los atropellos, levan-
tones, asesinatos, torturas, desapariciones, el gobierno estatal o el
federal?, es dificil sabetlo, con estos deslindes se esta descalificando
todo aquello que se vivié en 2006, ahora “nadie” es responsable de
nada, nadie dio la orden de realizar caravanas de la muerte, estan po-
niendo en duda la memoria colectiva de todos aquellos que sufrieron
esos acosos, el dolor de las viudas, de los hijos que se quedaron sin
padres, sin hermanos. Estan apostando a que no hay responsables
reales de estos sucesos.
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ITal vez a responsabilidad es compartida la ignorancia histérica
y la incapacidad politica del gobierno actual que durante los tltimos
afios, ejecutd, atropell6 apoyado por el gobierno federal violentando
los derechos civiles, sindicales y humanos en Oaxaca.

En todo momento desconocen las recomendaciones de los
Organismos Internacionales de Derechos Humanos, incluida la
Comisiéon Nacional de Derechos Humanos.

La irresponsabilidad federal alargé el conflicto y cobijo6 al gober-
nador y todo su gabinete aun bajo las evidencias de que no existia
gobernabilidad en el estado, para finalmente enviar a la fuerza mili-
tarizada denominada Policia Federal Preventiva (PFP) a poner prac-
ticamente en estado de sitio a la ciudad de Oaxaca y apoyar, con la
fuerza, al gobernador, pues sélo se dedicaron a detener, arbitraria
e ilegalmente a participantes o no en el movimiento popular con
golpes, agresiones y torturas psicologicas de una guerra de baja in-
tensidad, al tiempo que cubria las espaldas de la policia estatal y de
los paramilitares, y en nombre de preservar “el estado de derecho, la
ley y el orden. Ejecutaron acciones que ahora nadie dictamino

¢Puede algin funcionario saber quién es responsable entonces
de todos estos sucesos?

En esos momentos ‘la paz’ y ‘la solucién’ del conflicto se alcan-
zarfan con meter a la policfa militarizada a poner “orden y respeto”,
“el imperio de la Ley”, reprimiendo a un movimiento popular de las
dimensiones alcanzadas por la Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de
Oaxaca (APPO),

En diciembre de 2006 segun el boletin de prensa 005/06 de La
Secretaria de la Defensa Nacional, la Procuraduria General de la
Republica y la Secretarfa de Seguridad Publica iniciaron un opera-
tivo en Oaxaca a para inspeccionar las armas y supervisar la Licencia
Oficial Colectiva de armamento (LOC) de la Policia Ministerial de
ese estado.

En el Operativo participaron peritos de la PGR, quienes toma-
ron las huellas de balistica de cada una de las armas de cargo de
los elementos de la Policia Ministerial, para compararlas con to-
dos los casquillos de bala que se encuentran en las averiguaciones
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previas por homicidio en la entidad. La Procuraduria General de
la Republica (PGR) inici6 una averiguacion previa para investigar
cualquier vinculo entre los policias y agentes investigadores, de la
entidad, con los hechos violentos registrados durante la resistencia
civil. ¢Y entonces no encontraron nada?, o sen ese momento no
fue prudente mencionarlo? La situacion en este caso son los des-
lindes nadie es responsable, la ciudadania se queda esperando re-
spuestas, que tal vez como en el 68, 71, 94, 97, jamas lleguen y solo
se mantengan en la cada vez mas lastimada memoria colectiva, del
pais, generando con esto ambientes sociales peligrosos, donde los
caminos para resolver algin problema legal son lentos, complejos y
en la gran mayoria de los casos no se alcanza la justicia, al contrario

se sigue violentando al bloquear el acceso a una verdadera igualdad.

this is a very lengthy piece with tons of facts, mostly names and
dates, which I don’t include

Informe actualizado sobre la situacién del periodismo en México: 46
asesinatos y 10 desapariciones forzadas de periodistas y trabajadores
de prensa ocurridas durante el sexenio de Vicente Fox Quesada y
en lo que va del gobierno de Felipe Calder6n Hinojosa; en el 2007,
fueron asesinados 6 periodistas y 3 trabajadores de la prensa y ocur-
rieron 3 desapariciones forzadas de informadores; en lo que va del
2008, fueron asesinados 6 colegas y uno desparecido

En materia de derechos humanos, en México, el gremio peri-
odistico al igual que otros grupos violentados nada tenemos que cel-
ebrar. Al presentar este Informe Actualizado al 1 de junio de 2008,
la Federacién Latinoamericana de Periodistas FELAP-México de-
nuncia nuevamente que nuestro pafs continua en el primer lugar en
el mundo en asesinatos, desapariciones forzadas y demas atentados
y agravios contra los trabajadores de la prensa, sélo por debajo de
Iraq, que como hemos sefialado es un caso sui géneris por sufrir una
guerra de intervencién por parte de Estados Unidos y sus aliados.
Precisamente en el mes de abril fueron asesinadas 2 compafieras
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colegas indigenas de apenas 21 y 23 afos de edad, para completar
la lista cruel de 80 periodistas asesinados en los tltimos 25 afios, en
promedio mas de 3 por afio.

Es decir desde 1983, ano emblematico en que fue asesinado el
gran columnista, Manuel Buendia Téllez Girén -30 de mayo, al 2000
han sido muertos 17 informadores, dos por afio en promedio. Los
homicidios de informadores se incrementan a partir del 2000 a la
fecha, son 46 caidos, en promedio casi 6 por afio.

En lo que va de este afio, son 6 compafieros mas los asesinados
y uno desparecido La lista cruel del 2000 a la fecha asciende a 46
asesinatos: 43 periodistas y 3 trabajadores de prensa y contindan 8
colegas desaparecidos. Fueron 10 los secuestrados, 2 fueron encon-
trados muertos.

Con los ultimos asesinatos y desapariciones, México mantiene el
deshonroso primer lugar en el mundo en atentados a informadores
y medios. En los ultimos 7 afios 4 meses el registro de la Federacion
Latinoamericana de Periodistas Felap, con el invaluable apoyo de la
Federacion de Asociaciones de Periodistas Mexicanos, Fapermex, y
el Club Primera Plana, arroja esa lamentable lista tragica de 46 com-
pafieros asesinados, mas de 6 por afio, y mas de un desaparecido por
afio. Lo mas grave radica en que todos los casos yacen en la mas
vergonzosa impunidad. Nuevamente nos dirigimos al presidente
Felipe Calder6n Hinojosa para exigirle justicia, en el entendido de
que sélo con su decision politica se puede revertir el fenémeno que
tiene como objetivo unico y fundamental el socavar las libertades de
prensa y expresion, asi como el derecho a la informacion.

Es de mencionarse, aunque resulta incomodo, que otras orga-
nizaciones internacionales en sus reportes den a conocer sesgada
y por tanto incompleta la lista de los asesinatos y desapariciones
forzadas de trabajadores de la prensa. El presente Informe responde
a una acuciosa investigacion y registro constante de las incidencias
en torno de los atentados a periodistas, practicamente en el mismo
instante en que ocurren.

Desde el periodo del foxismo nuestro pais se convirtié en el
namero uno en atentados a periodistas en el mundo sin conflicto
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bélico, --s6lo como ya apuntamos, atras de Irak que sufre una guerra
de intervencion—con 46 periodistas asesinados y 8 aun desapareci-
dos.

En los meses de gobierno de Felipe Calderén, el fendmeno de
atentados a comunicadores no cesa, con 16 asesinados, 4 desapare-
cidos y el descubrimiento de los cadaveres de 2 compafieros secues-
trados en el sexenio anterior, con lo cual la lista se eleva a la cifra
mencionada. Resulta comparativamente que si en el sexenio anterior
se asesind a un periodista por afio, 30 en total y fueron secuestrados
0, uno por afio. En la actual administracion el panorama es dantesco.
16 periodistas asesinados, uno por mes y una desaparicion forzada
cada 3 meses y medio.

A todo lo anterior debemos sumar los cientos de atentados de

todo tipo que sufren los comunicadores y sus medios. Casos, todos,
repetimos, que se encuentran en la mas absoluta impunidad.
En concordancia con nuestro informe, la Comision Nacional de
Derechos Humanos, en una nueva actitud, da a conocer la multi-
plicaciéon de agresiones y amenazas a periodistas. Coincide también
con nuestro informe en el sentido de que no hay voluntad de las
autoridades para investigar ese tipo de violaciones a las garantias de
los informadores y sancionar a los responsables materiales e intelec-
tuales, lo que genera impunidad.

La CNDH informé que abrié 84 expedientes de queja en 2007
por agravios contra periodistas en el ejercicio de su profesion, rela-
cionados con presuntas violaciones a sus derechos fundamentales y
que documenté 88 casos que se hicieron publicos en diversos me-
dios informativos y que podrian constituir violaciones a las garantias
fundamentales de los comunicadores, ademas de que constante-
mente emite las recomendaciones de los casos a las autoridades cot-
respondientes.

Reconocemos también la disposicion de la Comision Nacional
de Derechos Humanos a revisar las listas de las victimas del peri-
odismo, no en el simple ejercicio de empatar cifras, sino en el com-
promiso de que ninguno de los casos quede impune. Es importante
destacar que en lo que va de la administracién de Felipe Calderén
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Hinojosa las agresiones a periodistas superan ya a las ocurridas en el
mismo periodo del cruel foxismo.

Desde que se increment6 este fendmeno social, que vulnera
directamente a la sociedad ante su derecho inalienable de estar de
inmediata y perfectamente bien informada, el periodismo organiza-
do del pafs, al través del Club Primera Plana, CPP, la Federacion
de Asociaciones de Periodistas Mexicanos, Fapermex, y su analoga
continental la Federacion Latinoamericana de Periodistas, Felap, he-
mos exigido simplemente justicia, que de haberse cumplimentado
por parte de las autoridades correspondientes, obviamente se hubi-
era revertido el lacerante fenémeno.

Sin embargo, a pesar de la gravedad de la situacion, jamas hemos
merecido el menor respaldo a nuestras denuncias por parte de la
llamada gran prensa. Inclusive hoy, prefieren mencionar a organiza-
ciones extranjeras, con cifras crueles por debajo de la realidad, que
a las asociaciones nacionales y regionales en nuestras condenas y en
demanda permanente de justicia.

Por toda esta situacion de vergonzante impunidad ante los
crimenes de periodistas y la nula accién preventiva, situaciones que
siempre hemos denunciado como desempefos seguros para socavar
las libertades de prensa y de expresion, todos nos unimos con la
demanda unificada de la Felap, Fapermex y CPP que presiden re-
spectivamente el colega argentino Juan Carlos Camano, el chihua-
huense Roberto Pinon Olivas y la poblana Rosaura Cruz de Gante:
iNo mas asesinatos, desapariciones y demas atentados a periodistas,
sefior presidente Felipe Calderén Hinojosal

Nunca antes en la historia del pafs tuvimos que soportar un sex-
enio gubernamental federal tan brutalmente enemigo de la prensa,
como el que terminé el jueves 30 de noviembre del 20006, a pesar
de las acostumbradas declaraciones en contrario del entonces presi-
dente Vicente Fox Quesada, quien afirmaba que durante su gobi-
erno se puso fin a la censura.

Baste recordar que en ese supuesto gobierno del cambio, fueron
asesinados 30 periodistas, cinco por afio, desparecieron 6 colegas, se
cometieron cientos de atentados, se crearon leyes privativas mordaza
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como la del ex gobernador de Chiapas, Pablo Salazar Mendiguchia
y, lo peor de todo en materia normativa, el foxismo puso en vigor
la supuesta Ley Federal de Transparencia y Acceso a la Informacion
Publica Gubernamental y las clonadas en diferentes entidades de la
Republica.

Ante esta realidad lacerante que vive el gremio periodistico na-
cional y que ha tenido repercusiones vergonzosas allende las fron-
teras al convertirse México, pais sin conflicto bélico, en el primero
en el mundo en asesinatos, secuestros y demas atentados a comu-
nicadores; pero sobre todo por la cobarde impunidad imperante ya
que ningun caso ha sido aclarado, exigimos simplemente: justicia.
También es de rechazarse la farsa de las declaraciones de Vicente
Fox de que puso fin a la censura. ¢Cémo entonces debemos llamarle
a toda esa impunidad con que se actué durante su gobierno en con-
tra de los comunicadores y sus medios para socavar las libertades de
prensa y expresion, asi como contra el derecho a la informacion?

¢Coémo es posible que Vicente Fox, en su acto de despedida de
los comunicadores se haya atrevido a invitar a los medios de co-
municacién no sélo a fortalecer el proceso democratico en México,
sino también a difundir con “objetividad y profesionalismo”™ la in-
formacién con la que se forma la opinién publica en la ciudadania, y
luego afirmara que a lo largo de su sexenio se puso fin a la censura,
a la represion y al autoritarismo y que ahora a éste, su supuesto espa-
cio de libertades, debe sumarse la responsabilidad de los medios en
el marco de la ética y de la verdad?

En primer lugar, en la invitaciéon al gremio esta implicita la cali-
dad de Torquemada del ex Jefe del Ejecutivo; mintié Vicente Fox
al decir que acab6 con la censura en su Gobierno. Al contrario, la
situacioén fue brutal y asesina y por ultimo es totalmente inaceptable
que haya afirmado que durante su gobierno México fue “un sexenio
de libertades”.

A continuacion se enumeran los nombres y fechas de los peri-
odistas asesinados y secuestrados en el periodo sexenal de Vicente
Fox Quesada y lo que va del gobierno de Felipe Calderén Hinojosa
(2000-2008). ..
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México, D. F, junio de 2008

Teodoro Renterfa Arroyave, vicepresidente Felap-México

Roberto Pinoén Olivas, presidente Fapermex.

José Antonio Calcaneo, secretario ejecutivo de la Comisién de In-
vestigaciones de Atentados a periodistas Ciap-Felap

Rosaura Cruz de Gante, presidenta del Club Primera Plana.

Rosa Maria Holguin Quifidénez, secretaria ejecutiva de la Felap.
Miguel Gonzalez Alonso, secretario de Defensa del Periodista de
Fapermex.



